Feeding Cattle and Seeing
Resulting Carcasses Help
Staudenmeyers in Breeding

B Few Montana cattlemen have the
regular opportunity to follow their
steers through the feedlot and packing
plant to check on performance and
quality. The Staudenmeyers at Dil-
lon and Monida have, however, and
‘a‘re breeding better cattle because
it.

raised steers and

in the Standenmeyers cattle.

Les Staudenmeyer has been in the
cattle business since 1921 when he
came to Montana as a 22-year-old
from his father’s Wisconsin farm.

500 cows are in one pasture, with a
ratio of 5 bulls per 100 cows,

COWS START CALVING around
March 1 at the winter ranch near
Dillon. Within 60 days 95 per cent
of the calves have been dropped and
the big majority of them are on the
ground during the first 30 days. The
calf crop averages 90 per cent or
better year after year, even though
calving is done outside, except during
heavy ms or ext ly cold
weather,

One big factor in the 90 per ceat
calf crop is that they seldom have
to pull a calf. “We don’t have to
help more than 2 per cent of our
cows,” Bill explained, “and I per-
sonally know of other ranchers who
some years have to pull from 350
to 75 per cent of their calves.”

Good year around nutrition is an-
other management factor that the
Staud yers stress. The old cows

Bill, his 30-year-old son, now
the 800-head Angus beef cow oper-
ation, while his father handles their
feedlot and farming operations near
Dillon.

“We feed our steers to grade Choice
at 1,100 pounds and market the
heifers when they are 1,000 pounds
or less,” Bill explained recently.
“Through the feedlot we have learned
a lot about the kind of cattle to
raise, The fast gaining, early maturing
animals stand out like a sore thumb.
The poor doers on the other end are
just as obvious and over the years
we have eliminated the producers of
this kind from our cow herd."”

LES STAUDENMEYER got his

fivot ook et Angus eresohred calves
in 1953 when he bought some black
bulls to use on his whiteface heifers.

“Those crosshred calves did so well
as calves and in the feedlot that
Dad decided to breed all his cows
to black bulls,” Bill explained. “Then
in 1957 he bought 450 head of good
Angus cows, and we have had nothing
but Angus on the ranch since then.”

To sire the right kind of calves the
Staudenmeyers buy nothing but high
quality registered bulls from herds
with proven gainability and early
maturity.

“We don’t look for pampered ones.
Bulls that have 6 to 8 pounds of
grain per day just won't work for
us,” Bill explained. “We have to
have growthy amimals with plenty of
Angus type, that will mature out to
1,600 to 1,700 pounds when in good
condition.”

The cows are bred in July and Au-
gust on irrigated pasture at the moun-
tain ranch near Monida. As many as
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are wintered on wild bay and mineral
supplement and the calves and re-
placement heifers get alfalfa. Some
of the tail end calves get chopped al-
falfa and molasses.

On the mountain range, which is
at about 7,000 feet, the whole herd
has excellent irrigated pasture most
of the summer. And, they stay in
the mountains sometimes as late as
December 1.

CALVES ARE WEANED during the
first two weeks in November and
average from 460 to 490 pounds, de-
pending on the kind of year it is.
All the calves are vaccinated with
three-way vaccine 10 days to two

before weaning, the calves
are then wintered ana Drought DACK
up to the high country the next spring
and are eventually sold around July 1
as yearlings, or put in the feedlot at
Dillon.

The calves are all branded and vac-
cinated for blackleg and the bulls are
castrated in early spring as soon as

herd is moved up from winter
pasture.
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Top photo: This is the Stand
in mountains above Monida, Son Bill and his family live in the recently
completed, modern, three-bedroom home in center. Registered cows im
foreground, run as commercials, raise bulls used in the commercial herd.
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Above: Bill Staudenmeyer, 30-year-old son of Les Staudeameyer, manages
ranch the latter established 35 years ago. Father and son run about 500
Angus cows and carry calves over on grass and market them as yearlings.

twice each year when the Staudenmey-
ers trail their cows into and out of
the mountains each spring and fall
The drive is usually done in coopera-
tion with at least one other neighbor,
and takes from five to six days to
cover the 70 miles.

IT IS ALL ACROSS country, where
there are few if any roads, and it is
quite a logistics problem, just getting
food and supplies to the cowboys, and
getting meals prepared.

The valley around Dillon is where
the Staudenmeyers have their biggest
investment in land and equipment.
This includes 2,600 acres of land under
irvigation that yields a rieh harvest
of barley and alfalfa. All of it is fed
to home raised or purchased cattle
;::‘ marketed as high good and choice

From years of experience Les and
Bill Staudenmeyer know the extra
value of high quality cattle, and most
of Bill's time is spent making the good
cattle they have even better. —KEITH
EVANS.

Rodeo Winner Dies

ON NOVEMBER 11, the sports
world was saddened and shocked by
the untimely death in an airplane

Lodge, Mont. ; his current address was
Walla Walla,
steer-wrestler and saddle-bronc rider,
he has won numerous titles in the
rodeo arena. Also, he won nearly half-
a-million dollars in his colorful career.

Blackout Farms
Production Sale



